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" Come to us, come with us, oh mothers ! whether you 
be sad or happy ; oh women ! whose mission it is to love. 
Women of all countries', unite for peace, that wars may 
no longer cut down the flower of youth ; that your 
homes may no longer be pillaged and destroyed. 

"At the Central Bureau, 7bis rue du Debarcadere, 
Paris, the permanent committee of the alliance, whose 
chairman is the Princess Wiszniewska, is at the service 
of all persons who desire to aid in the work." 

Paris, June, 1901. 

The Triple Alliance. 

BY E. T. MONETA. 

From II Secolo, Milan, Italy. 

Ought the treaty establishing the Triple Alliance to be 
renewed by Italy? It will not expire till toward the end 
of 1903 ; but it must be remembered that twice already, 
in 1887 and in 1891, it was renewed immediately after 
its expiration, by the will of the government solely, the 
country giving no attention to the matter. 

In order that the same story may not be repeated, the 
Lombard Peace Union, which has been so often accused 
by the Socialists of doing nothing but indulging in aca- 
demic discussions, in order to give proof of its practical 
character, invited many political and non-political societies 
of Milan, in a sort of referendum, to say whether the 
treaty should be renewed or not. At the same time the 
Union gave its opinion that the treaty should be super- 
seded by conventions more civic in character, in harmony 
with the stipulations of the Hague Conference, and with 
the treaty of peace and arbitration now existing between 
Italy and the Argentine Republic. 

At the meeting appointed for the 15th of this month 
(May), for the discussion of the resolution proposed by 
the Peace Union, no delegates will be present from the 
Milan Federation of the Italian Socialist Party, because 
the Federation believes that for the moment there are 
for it " more urgent " questions, and because it does not 
wish to take action in accord with adverse parties. Nor 
will delegates be present from the Milan Constitutional 
Association, which does not consider it opportune to 
participate in a public discussion with representatives 
of other societies in reference to the Triple Alliance. 
Agreement between different parties, — into which the 
members of these two societies decline to enter, — in a 
resolution looking to the good of the country, to which 
in itself they have no objections to offer, this they have 
at any rate shown in their refusal. They will doubtless 
take pleasure in this fact. It remains to be seen whether 
the other societies invited will respond favorably in any 
considerable number. 

As for myself, I confess that my desire for the accom- 
plishment of the purpose which the letter of invitation 
had in view is much stronger than my expectation. 

The Italian people take an interest in things which 
they understand or which directly affect them. They 
are aroused when an imminent peril threatens the coun- 
try. But as for a question like that of a treaty of alliance, 
the conditions of which they do not know, of which they 
cannot see the immediate effects, nor imagine the connec- 
tion with the taxes which they pay to the government, 
with the price of bread and their foreign commercial 
dealings, they interest themselves little more than an 
inhabitant of Guatemala or of Paraguay might do. But 



we do not wonder at this ; for citizens of other countries, 
far more experienced than ours in the exercise of politi- 
cal liberty, do not interest themselves in questions of 
foreign politics, except when these questions are con- 
nected with an acute state of affairs, or when, though they 
relate to preventable disasters, there is no longer time 
for a remedy. We have a new example of this at the 
present time in England. 

If after the filibustering expedition of Dr. Jameson 
against the Transvaal, and that mystification of his trial 
in London which turned him into a hero, the English 
people had seen that any extension of imperialism by 
force of arms would have to be paid for by them with an 
unusual increase of taxes, dearness of the means of 
living and restriction of commerce, — as the great Glad- 
stone had forewarned them, — and if, determined to pre- 
vent this, they had put an end to the ambitious and 
aggressive policy of Chamberlain, they would not have 
to deplore to-day so many thousands of dead buried in 
South Africa, nor such huge sums to pay for a war which 
has disclosed to all the world the clay feet of the great 
British colossus. 

The Triple Alliance, its promoters say, has, since its 
existence, given to Italy peace and security, and has 
furthermore contributed to the maintenance of the peace 
of Europe ; therefore it ought to be renewed. 

Were these supposed merits of the Triple Alliance 
real, and were the renewal of it in accord with political 
wisdom, this would not be a sufficient reason why the 
country should continue to show no interest in the matter. 
If the people are not inclined of their own initiative to 
give the subject proper consideration, if they think that 
it is appreciated and left undisturbed by the true-blue 
conservatives who wish to have entrusted to the executive 
power now and always unlimited authority in questions 
which concern the supreme safety and the future of the 
nation,- — yet it is not reasonable that those also should be 
silently satisfied with it who believe that the political 
education of the people is brought about by habituating 
them to taking an interest in all questions which concern 
their present and future condition. 

It was with this idea that the Lombard Peace Union 
took the initiative in a discussion of the Triple Alliance, 
in common with representatives of other associations, 
and directed its appeal to associations of whatever politi- 
cal color, because it was aware that eminent men of the 
moderate party, like Jacini and Bonghi, were opposed 
from the very beginning to the renewal of the Alliance. 
The Union believed, further, that the country could be 
more easily induced to interest itself in this question, and 
that the government would more readily consent to fol- 
low the course suggested, if both saw that the solution 
proposed was not a matter of party, but had the support 
of men and associations of different political opinions. 

To those who charge the Lombard Peace Union with 
ingenuous folly in taking this initiative, the Union re- 
sponds by offering itself as an example. It contains in 
its own membership, and even in its Committee of Direc- 
tion, men of different and even opposite opinions, Radi- 
cals, Republicans, Socialists, Moderates and Catholics ; 
and yet since its foundation, thirteen years ago, they all 
have always labored in entire harmony for two most 
desirable ends : the supplanting of the reign of violence 
and international anarchy, which has been dominant up 
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to the present time, by that of law, to which all nations 
ought to be subject; and, secondly, the substitution of a 
purely defensive citizen soldiery for the permanent armies 
organized for offence. These are the two essential 
features of the Union's program. 

Well, what the Lombard Union has been able to do 
for so long a time in its own line of service, — why can- 
not this be done by associations of citizens of different 
opinions, when a question arises which, like that of the 
Triple Alliance, surpasses in importance all party pre- 
occupations, and affects the great material and moral 
interests, the economic prosperity and the political dig- 
nity of the whole country? 

1 » » » 

New Books. 

The Real Chinese Question. By Chester Hol- 
combe. New York : Dodd, Mead & Co. Pages XXII 
and 386. Price, $1.50. 

Mr. Holcombe, the author of this work, was for many 
years the Secretary of the American Legation at Pekin, 
and acting Minister of the United States at the Chinese 
Capital. His opportunities of study and comprehension 
of the Chinese people, customs and institutions have been 
large, and his work makes clear that he has used these 
opportunities to the best advantage. No living man, 
perhaps, unless it be Sir Robert Hart, possesses a larger 
and truer knowledge of China and her people. 

It seems a pity that this work could not have appeared 
years ago and been read by millions of people in the 
Western nations, whose ignorance of Chinese life, char- 
acter and institutions has been as dense as their conceit 
of superiority has been disgusting. It might have saved 
all the recent horrors. 

Mr. Holcombe takes up and discusses in order the seri- 
ous mistakes of foreigners about the Chinese, the Chinese 
character, the literati and their position in the nation, 
the Chinese societies, the army and the navy, the mission- 
ary and his work, diplomacy, opinion of and opposition 
to foreigners, the opium traffic, foreign aggression, the 
partition of China, and reform in China. His discussion 
of each of these topics, while free from burdensome 
technicalities, is thorough and comprehensive, and made 
in a most interesting and readable style. Each chapter 
seems quite as important as any other. But if we had 
to choose, we should say that the core of the subject is 
reached in chapters VIII, IX and X, in which Chinese 
opinion of foreigners, the opium traffic and foreign ag- 
gression are treated. 

After reading these chapters one is no longer at a loss, 
if he ever was, as to the causes of the recent fearful dis- 
turbances which have shaken the whole earth. Mr. Hol- 
combe declares that the wonder is, not that the outbreak 
occurred, but that it was so long delayed. He says that 
the Chinese are fully justified in their opinion that the 
policy of the Western powers towards their country is 
purely selfish, mercenary and brutal. 

His treatment of the opium business is luminous, and 
one cannot rise from reading it without a new sense 
of horror and indignation at this great crime against a 
people who have done their best to keep free from the 
degrading evil. The opium traffic, he says, is the main 
source and feeder of " the sentiment of inveterate hos- 
tility to every product, be it a man, a thing, or an idea, 



coming from the Western world." "The modern great 
Chinese wall is mainly constructed of chests of opium." 
The opium vice, which in the main the British govern- 
ment is responsible for fastening upon China, has, he says, 
rendered any reform difficult to the verge of impossibility, 
and unless this vice can be done away he sees no hope 
for saving and regenerating the Empire. It is a question 
of life and death. If she is freed from opium, left largely 
to herself, encouraged and guided in a kindly and friendly 
way, she will be able to save herself, but not otherwise. 
Mr. Holcombe's book ought to be read and re-read 
by everybody who pretends to any intelligent opinion 
on the Chinese question, and by all who desire to cast 
the weight of their influence on the right side of the sub- 
ject. Something more than the salvation of China is at 
stake. How will it be possible for nations who shall have 
ruined such a people as the Chinese to save themselves 
from ruin ? 

The Great Trial or the Nineteenth Century. 
By Samuel C. Parks. Kansas City : Hudson-Kimberly 
Publishing Company. Cloth. 173 pages. 

This book, published last year, is one of the most re- 
markable of the many arraignments of the course of our 
government in the matter of the conquest and annexa- 
tion of the Philippines. The author was a close personal 
and political friend of Abraham Lincoln, has had wide 
experience in political affairs, and in both state and na- 
tional courts. His argument is put in the form of a trial, 
in which William McKinley is arraigned for his conduct 
toward the Philippines. The presiding judge is Chief 
Justice Marsha], with John Jay and Chancellor Kant 
associated with him. The jury is made up of Aristides 
of Athens, Cincinnatus of Rome, Lafayette, Alfred the 
Great, Count Tolstoy, Washington, Jefferson, Madison, 
Lincoln, Grant, Heny Clay, and Bishop Simpson. After 
the jury have rendered their verdict of " Guilty as charged 
in the indictment," they decide, because of the importance 
of the case, to hold a special public meeting and give 
their reasons for their decision. At this meeting each of 
them makes a speech in which he sets forth the reasons 
for the judgment reached. In this series of speeches 
Judge Parks develops in a masterly way his objections 
to the course of the administration as opposed to the 
fundamental American doctrine of human rights, and as 
a foolish and mad "attempt to destroy the great Declara- 
tion of the rights of Man." Incidentally, Mr. Parks 
enters his strong protest against the spirit of war and 
militarism which has manifested itself recently so danger- 
ously in the nation, and sets forth the corruptions which 
have attended military operations in the Philippines and 
their peril to the country. The book is enriched with 
a quotation from Webster's speech at Philadelphia in 
1846, on the " War Power," in which is set forth the 
usurpation which brought on the Mexican war, and also 
with extracts from a speech of Henry Clay in the House 
of Representatives in 1818, which contain the well-settled 
American doctrine which has been trampled down by 
our government's conquest of the Philippines. Judge 
Park's lecture on Abraham Lincoln before the Oratorical 
Association of Michigan University, given at the end of 
the book, has been pronounced one of the ablest and 
most discriminating estimates of the great President's 
character which have appeared. 



